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visual arts 

Artists fill in the blanks in downtown S.J. 
By Jack Fischer 
Mercury News 

After nearly two decades of San Jose's redevelopment agency 
struggling to fill downtown's storefronts, it seems a small design firm 
has found the way to do it. 

Really, it's a wonder no one thought of it before: 

City leaders hate nothing so much as the blank stare of a vacant 
retail window, and local artists love nothing so much as a place to 
show their work. 

Phantom Galleries is a program run by a local graphic design firm 
called Two Fish Design that gives unrented storefronts to Bay Area 
artists to exhibit their art for free. 

``We got so tired of looking at empty windows every day,'' says 
Cherri Lakey, co-owner of Two Fish, which conceived of and runs the 
program as part of its membership in a cooperative of downtown 
groups called Populus Presents, created to foment events in the city 
core. ``We've been kicking it around for a couple years,'' Lakey 
says. 

The galleries began appearing last August at just a few locations 
around San Fernando and South First streets, and momentum has 
been picking up since then. Now 16 artists are showing work in 10 
storefronts near those corners, and Lakey says Populus has its eyes 
on another eight to 10 downtown. 

(Quite on its own, the San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, for 
many months now, has offered a window installation program it calls 
Night Moves, after-hours exhibits of new-media art, often video-
based, in each of the institute's two storefront windows. The window 

 
Shopping & Services
 
Find a Job
an Apartment
a Home, 

CONTACT US

 » Contact the 
entertainment staff

 » Contact the eye staff

 » Contact a critic

     

Page 1 of 4Mercury News | 01/19/2003 | Artists fill in the blanks in downtown S.J.

1/19/03http://www.bayarea.com/mld/mercurynews/entertainment/columnists/jack_fischer/49...




